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• DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS---------------......
news release
DE LA GARZA ANNOUNCES FAVORABLE CROP INSURANCE RULING FOR COTTON
For immediate release, Wednesday, June 28, 1995
WASHINGTON -- Rep. Kika de la Garza, D-Texas, announced
today that the Department of Agriculture (USDA) will allow
producers of cotton in Willacy, starr, Hidalgo and Cameron
counties who have Federal crop insurance to obtain cotton
appraisals immediately. The appraisal method that has been
approved will allow insurance adjusters to use a modification of
the boll count method for determining the potential production.
"The devastating combination of heat, drought, and pest
infestation has been a disaster for the cotton crop in the
Valley," said Rep. de la Garza. "Today's action by USDA will
give some producers the option of accepting appraisals based on a
method that takes into account the effects these conditions have
had on the growth of the crop."
Rep. de la Garza worked closely with growers and others
involved in the Valley cotton industry to educate USDA officials
about the importance of ensuring that cotton farmers are not
forced to accept crop insurance appraisals based on counts that
are neither appropriate nor fair given the aggravating factors
that have prevailed this season.
"I am especially glad we were able to bring the Valley
cotton industry folks together with USDA officials from
Washington, so that the growers could get fair appraisals and
hopefully salvage what they can out of the season," said Rep. de
la Garza.
Absent the Department's action, crop insurance appraisers
would have been required to rely on appraisal methods that would
greatly and unfairly disadvantage Valley cotton growers.
Local providers of crop insurance coverage as well as the
county offices of the Consolidated Farm Service Agency have been
advised of the Department's decision and its immediate
effectiveness.
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